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SIR, 
I Have ever been ſo ſenſible of my own manifold 


—__— 


_ Weakneſſes, that it was never eafie to me to appear 

in the Pulpit, on any of theſe more Solemn QOccafi- 

ons. And hence alone it was, as T hope you do believe, 

6 that Tou ſo hardly prevail d with me to appear there at 
2) this Allizes. For tho' I was well ſatisfed, that the 
| Work you invited me to, was a Work that ought to be 
42 done 


—_————_—— 


whom long Privacy and Retirement has in a great mea- 
ſure unfitied for any Publick Employment ; and eſpecially 
at ſuch a time as this, when the Diſtempers of Men are 
come to that height, that ſomething more than ordinar 
ſhould be found in that Man, who can hope that any thing 
which he can offer in order to a Cure, may prove ether 
acceptable or effeciual. 

But being no longer able to refit the Importunities 
you were pleas'd to uſe with me, and having firft humbly 
applied myſelf to Almighty God for his Direftion and 
Aſſiſtance ; after ſome ſerious Thoughts, what Subjz& 
might be moſt proper for a Diſcourſe in ſo Great and 
Honourable a» Atkmbly ; conſidering both the little 
Fear of God which mof? Mex ſeem to have before their 
eyes, and the uneafinels of many under ſo good a Govern- 
m«nt as God hath now Bleſſed us with, and. their fre- 
quent Murmurings at our preſent Condition, by much too 
good for us ; I could not think of any thing more ſuitable 
to our preſent flate, than what u recommended to us in 
thoſe Words of Solomon, which 1 have made choice 
of. | 
;i "il well I have performed, what (at your Reque5?, 
Sir) I undertook, I muſt neceſſarily leave it to every 
one to judge as he ſhall ſee cauſe ; and what the ſucceſs 
will be, He only knows whoſe infinite Power over-rules 
the perverſe Wills and unruly Aﬀettions of Men, and 
who after the planting of a Paul, and watering of an A- 
pollos, muſt give the increaſe, or all that's done by 
Man 1s as good as nothing IT can (TI thank God) com- 
fort myſelf in this Teſtimony of my Conſcience, That 7 
have here deliver'd nothing, which I am not verily per- 


ſwaded 
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| done by ſome-body | yet could I not think every one fit 
for ſo great a Tak, and leaf? of all ſuch an one 1, 


Teri a ADELE ES fot ed, DYPFECIIGRR 4.*6 


— —— — ea 


= oor n= Tf I: bent * 


. prattiſed by us : and that my whole Deſign'ts only this, to 
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| perſwade Men to the earneft purſuit of their own and 
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ſwaded is agreeable'to che Will of God, and beth ſeaſona- 
Ble and neceſſary to be taken notice of | and conſcientiouſly 


their Country's Happineſs, by leading quiet and peace- 
able Lives, in all go:3l:nefs and honeſty, ander the pre- 
ſent Government. And I bope no Man can find a reaſon 
why be ſhould b2 angry with me for thy. 

Having thus done what I was able , in compliance 
with your defire, Sir, to ſerve God, onr moſt gracious 
Princes whom his Goodneſs hath ſet over us, ' and my 
Country, ſeeing your bodily Indiſpoſition would not allow 
you to be my Auditor, I could not reaſonably deny you, 
requeſting it, a Copy of my Sermon ; but finding it to be 
in order to a Publication, I was at a.ſtand, confidering 
zt could not be your own Fudzment that moved you to it, 
you having at that time neither heard nor ſeen it.  - But 
when you told me it was the defire of thoſe worthy Gen- 
tleinen who were preſent ; and when both the Worhip- 
ful Geatlemen of the Grand Jury, -and the Mayor and 
Aldermen 4 the Corporation of Nottingham had conde- 
ſeended to defire it of m2; and when that Honourable - 
Jadge zhe Lord Ciuet Jaitice Pollexten had not only en- 
couraged me by his Publick Approbation of what had in 
his Preſence been delivered, but underſtanding that I had 
for haſt. omitted ſomething of what I had prepared , 'was 
pleas'd to ſay, I ſhould do well to publiſh it entirely as I 
had prepared it ; I had n» Power to refuſe ſo general an 
Invitation, which it could no longer be called Modeſty, 
but a mot unreaſonable as well as unmannerly and ſullen 

Odbſtinacy 70 diſobey. 


To 
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To You therefore, Sir, and to al/ thoſe worthy Gen- 
tlemen who were |pleas'd to join with you in this Requeſ?, 
(which 7 ought to look upon as a Command) TI do in all 
due humility and reſpeft, preſent theſe my poor endeavours 


for the Glory of God, and the Publick Good : not doubting 


but your conſtant and exemplary Pradtice of thoſe unque- 
ſtionabie Duties which are therein, howſoever recommend. 
ed to you, wil! make them much more ſerviceable to thoſe 
great Ends, than otherwiſe they are like to be Neither 
ſhall I need to fear or regard the Ceniures this plain Diſc 
courſe may meet with from any ethers, ſo long as I have 
not. only the Contcience of a mof? honeſt Deſign, but 
aiſo the Judgments and Patronage of ſo many Fudicious 
Perſons, teſtified in their daily Exerciſe of both Piety and 
Loyalty,even of all that T have bere exhorted to,toguard 
me fr om them. «+ 

That oar bleſſed God may give us all Flearts ſo re- 
gardful of, and thankfal for the great and wonderful 


Works which he hath wrought for us , as that the ſence of 


his undeſerved Goodneſs therein manifeſted to us, may 
be an everlaſting Obligation upon us to his Fear, and the 
keeping of all his Commandments always, that 'fo it 
may be well with us, and with our Children for ever : 


That we may all have Grace ſeriouſly and effettually to con- 


ſider the things that belong unto our Peace, before 
they.be hid from our eyes : That we may no longer de- 
ſperately expoſe ourſelves, either to the Wrath of God 
by our Wickedneſs, or to the Malice and Scorn of our 
Enemies by our Diſcontents, Diviſions, and mutual A- 
nimoſities. Laſtly, That God may bleſs You, Sir, and 
all the Gentlemen of the Magiſtracy with Courage 
and Fidelity in your Honourable Stations, aud make you 
Ullu- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Tlluſtrious Examples of all Vertue and Goodneſs to 
Jour whole Country, 'and finally reward you with the 


Crown of Righteouſneſs, #, and ſhall be the hearty 
Prayer of, 


Your very humble Servant, 


CLEMENT ELIS. 
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Advertiſement 
Eaft I ſhould ſeem too careleſs of their 


Reputation who encouraged me to Pub- 


| | = liſh the following Diſcourſe, I wmuſt deſire the 


Reader to take Notice, that there are ſome 
parts of it which want their Approbation. 
Theſe (that I might keep within my Hour) I 
omitted in the delivery of it , but now inſert 
them here, as they flood in my Notes, diftin- 


gviſhed from the reft by this Note (©). 
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NM) Son, fear thou the LORD and 
the King : and meddle not with them | 


that are given to change. 


OU hear the Words of a great King, anin- 

ſpired Preacher, and the wiſeſt of mortal 

Men. All this you know, was Solomon. 

Burt that's not all, you hear the Words of Oae infi- 

nitely both greater, and wiſer, and better than So/o- 

20n ; even of Solomon's King, and Our King, of Soto- 

mon's God, and Our God ; of that great God, who tand- Pal. 82. r. 
eth in the Congregation of the Mighty, and judgeth a- 

mong the Gods : Nay more, Who cutteth off the ſpirit vial. 56. 12. 
of Princes, and is terrible to the Kings of the Earth 2 

"Tis He, I fay, the AMl-wiſe God, by the wiſeſt of 

Men, the Almighty God by a mighty King, the E- 
verlaſting Father by the Father of his Country, at 

once commanding Duty, and teaching Wiſdom ; not 

that which 1s earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, the Wiſdom of 

the Serpent, without the Innocence of the Dove ; 

which, through envying aud ſtrife, confuſion and every james 3. 15, 
evil work , hath made this World too like Hell ; 15, 17. 

by making Men little better than Devils one to ano- 

ther : bur that which deſcendeth from above, fir} pure 

in the fear of the LORD, then peaceable in the fear of 

the King : ſo making wiſe for the other World, and 

this too, This is the Wiſdom which God by Solomen 

teacheth us in theſe words, Ay Son, fear thou the 

LORD, 
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Eccl.12. 9,10. 


LORD and the K ing : and meddle not with them that 
are given to change. 


Wherein obſerve: 


]. The Words expreſſive of a Fatherly Aﬀettion in a 


great King, My Son. | 
IT. The Words containing and offering moſt wiſe and 
ſeaſonable Advice to the Subjeft. Fear thou the 
LORD and the King : and meddle not with them that 


are given to change. 


I muſt do no more but touch upon the former of 
theſe in my way to the latter, on the Fatherly Afﬀe- 
Hon of the King, to lead me the more tairly to the 
Filial Duty of the Suljeft. 


1. The words expreſſive of a Fatherly. Aﬀection in 


a great King are theſe, My Sou. Sothe Divine Wiſdom 
taught this great Xizg to falute his:SubjeF. And 


thus will every Xing, whom Gad hath been pleas'd to 


bleſs with any conſiderable ſhare of Soloman's Wiſdom, 
even tho he ſhould attain to all Solomon's Power roo, 
account it no leſs his Wiſdom than it is Duty, to de- 
mean himſelf as a gracious Father towards his Peo- 

le. | ; 
MY Solomon ſaith of himſelf, That the Preacher was wiſe, 
* and ſought to find out, Verba deſiderii, acceptable and 
« pleafing words. Yet ſuch as muſt be, Yerba weritatis 
© too, Words of Truth, and ſuch were theſe. Policy 
will teach a Zyrant to call Soy , till he has made a 
Slave ; but Divine Wiſdom teacheth a good Xing, no 
lefs fancerely than charmingly to, utter theſe acceptable 
words, My Son. *© This is the condeſcending DE 

| > + 
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© of the great God to his poor Creature ; and therefore 
* well may it become the Mouth of the greateſt Mo- 
* zarch upon Earth to his Fellow-Creatures,as the mean- 
« eſt of his Subjeas are, Neither indeed ſhall Prixces 
ever find out a ſurer way to make themſelves Great, 
and their Subjets Good, than this of treating them as 
their Children. . 

* Solomon had Power given him of God to Govern 
* his People; and fo have all Kings : And Solomon had 
© Viſdom too, given him of God, to Govern his Power, 
* and fo have not all. The Wiſdom of God had taught 
* him, how molt firmly to hold the awefu] Sword of a 
« Majeſtick King, in the gentle hand of a tender Father : 
« Who, tho he owe CorreCion, no leſs than ProteCtion 
* to ſuch of his Children as need it ; yet (as the great 
« Father of Mercies doth) always chaſtiſeth in Love. 
* And then indeed will every wiſe King eſteem himſelf 
« higheſt in Royal Majefty, when in a truly Paternal 
* Government he moſt nearly reſembles the great King 
« of all the World, from whom all his Authority is de- 


* rived : Who, tho he /oveth righteouſneſs,and i excellent Pal. 33. 5, 
* in power, aud in judgment, and in plenty of Juſtice : and 


3 
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« Men do therefore fear him : Yet is the earthalſo full of fob 41. 24. 


* his goodneſs ; in the midſt of Judgment he remembers 
£ Mercy,and teems moſt delighted to be known by that 


* encouraging Name, The LORD GOD, merciful and Exod. 34-67. 


* gracious, long: ſuſfering,; and abundant in goodneſs and 


* truth; keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, 


© and tranſgreſſion, and fn. | 
* It was therefore a moſt filly Ambition, whieh Plu- 
* tarch ſomewherederides in ſome HearhenPrixces,who 
© loved to look upan their own Piftures'drawn #rm'd 
* with Thunder and Lightning :. ambitious to imitate 


- * that i God, which is moſt unimitable, his Power and 


B 2 *Great- 
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' Tſai. 49: 23+ 
Senec.in Med. 


1d. in Herc., 


* Greatneſs, and terrible Majeſty : and no whit deſirous 
« to do it in that wherein they might both moſt honour 
* Him, and magnifie themſelves before the World, his 
 Fatherly Goodneſs. For then indeed are Princes truly 
« Soveraigy, then are they arrived at the moſt Abſolute 
* Power, when they over-awe their Subjects more by 
« that right Royal Prerogative of a Paternal Goodneſs, 
« than by all their Laws, Thus they become nthron'd 
« in the very Hearts, and command the Aﬀedtions of 
* their People; and ſo may aſſure themſelves both of 
* their Zands and Purſes too, whenever they ſhall need 
* them. 

* Next therefore to: that moſt glorious One of 
*DEFENDERSOFTHE FAITH, Princes 
* ſhould glory in no Title more, than in that very an- 
* clent One of PATRES PATRIA, Fathers of 
* their Country ; and indeed that other, Defenders of 
* the Paith, when well conſidered, ſeems not another; 
* but the very ſame, ſo long ago entail'd by God 
* himſelf on all right Chriſtian Princes, Nurfmg Fa- 
* thers, and nurſing Mothers. | | 

* Regnare diu nemo poteFt, qui timetur tantum < ſaid 
* the Tragedzan well, He that's only fear'd cannot hope 
* for a long Reign. Let them hate, ſo they fear, might 


© be the word of a Zyrant, as unwiſe as cruel, Cai omnis 


* z# ferro eft ſalus : Farewel to his Safety, whenever his 
* Sword breaks. Let them. love, that for love they may 
* fear : Will ever be the word of a good and:wiſe 
* Prince. | 

And fo it will be alſo of every wiſe and/good Magz- 
ſtrate, who will never value his Authority on any other 
account, than that of having more power and oppor- 
tunity todo abundance of good in the World. And this 


he will be beſt able to do, when Men reverence him 


more 


| ER 
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therefore his firſt care is,}that all may feara both Pzety 
and Fuſtice in his exemplary Lite ; fo his next will be 
to ſweeten the moſt neceſſary ſeverity of a Judge, or 
Fuſticiar, with the meekneſs and compaſſion of a Fa- 
ther ; and when Juſtice commands him to puniſh, his 


more for his Goodveſs than for their Greatneſs. As 


"—— 


FX 
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Fatherly behaviour will always ſhew, That as Yexge- 16. 28.27. 


ance is God's ſtrange work, 10 1s it his alſo, and that's 


like God , He afflifteth not willingly, neither grieveth 1m 3 33. 


the children of men. I muſt ſay no more here; of this 
\ Point, 'tis exgough to have noted, as by the way, that 


the Language ot wiſe Xing Solomon to his Subjef?, was 
not, My Slave, or my. Yaſſal, but, My Son. | 


Secondly, The following, Words are they wherein 


we are principally concern'd, which contain and offer 


unto us moſt wiſe, and now, if ever, ſeaſonable Iy/true 


Xion, which God by Solomon here gives in Three. Pre-- 


cepts. 
1. Fear thouthe LO RD. 


2. Fear thou alſo the King. 
3- And, that thou mayiſt not be drawa away 


from the fear of either, Meddle not with them 


that are given tochange. 


The fear of. the LORD, 1s a very ordinary- Phraſe of 


the Zely GhofF in Scripture, importing no. leſs than 


Al Religjon, or the whole Duty of Man to God. And 


it would be very needleſs to prove, That the fear of the 
. King, here jointly, and in one word commanded with 


the fear of the LORD, implies AZ Loyalty, or the whole 
Duty of Man again to his Prince, or Czvil Governour: 
A true and awtul ſence of the Excellency, Majefty, Di- 


gnity, and Authority of the Perion, is that Root in us, 
whence. 
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whence all our Acts of Honour, Subjedtion, Reſignation 


and 9bedience do naturally ſpring forth. Well there- 
Pal. 36.1. fore ſaid the PſalmiiF, The tranſgreſſion of the wicked 


faith within my heart, that there 1s no fear of God before 

his eges. No fear of God, and then be ſure of Tranſ- 

oreifion in abundance. And his Advice 1s always ve- 

Plal.4- 4 ry neceſſary, Stand in awe, and fin not. Whoſo ſtands 
not in awe will be always ſinning. 

Firſt then, Fear the LORD, but then fear the King 

alſo. - Will you have it the words of our bleſſed Savi- 


Mat. 22. 21. our, Render to Cxlar the things that are Czfar's, and 


unto God the things that are God's. That is, faith 

_=_ - Idolol: Tertallian, the Image of Czlar on the Money to Czar, 
and the Image of God in the Man to God ; thy Money to 
Czfar, thy ſelf to God. Fear God as God, fo as thou 
canſt fear none but God. Fear Cz/ar as a Man, yet 

( as the fame Father faith ) as the Man next to God. 

Apolog.c. 3o. To the unqueſtionable Soveraign Authority, and Abſo- 
Ad ſeap: ©-2+ Jyre Power of the Almighty One, there can no leſs be 
due than the moſt Abſolute Subjeftion; to that Will of 

his which is the Univerſal Law, and can never be 0- 

ther but Zoly, and FF, and Good, it muſt beour Du- 

ty to yield an Obedience wirhout reſerve. But to all the 

Higher Powers on Farth, how high ſoever they be, 

ſeeing there be higher than they, and they no more 

but the Miniſters of the Supreme in Heaven, we owe 

indeed a Conſcientious Obedience for the LOR D's ſake, 

yet under this Reſtriftion, In the LORD only, always 

limited by the Laws of God. In ſhort, Fear the 


LORD as much as you can, fear the Xing as much as - 


you may. 

And then that you be not drawn away ſrom the 
Vid. Poli Sy- fear of either, Meddle not with them that are given to 
TS $05, change : Mix not, have no dealing with 24, the 

| | Vulgar 


. 
CE Io IDEs Tn GS > 


ROSIE 2h EPI 


the Aſſes at Nottingham. 
Pulgar reads it Detraftors, the Chaldee and Syriack, 
Fools ; the Septuagint and Arabick thus renders it, 
Diſobey, or Oppoſe neither of them. In the fri? and 
third Chapters of Eſther , and elſcwhere our Eng/iſh "i I. 7 
renders the word, Diverſe from ; and fo I ſhall make py 
bold to take it here, for Men diverſe from thoſe who 
fear both God and the King, and of the ſame unhappy 
temper with that anjaſt Fudge in the Parable, who xez- Luke 18. 4. 
ther feared God, nor regarded Man. And to bring this 
home to our 7ranſlation, theſe, we may be ſure of it, 
are always the Changers, the Reſtleſs, or Tumultuous, AS jrerantivus. 
ſome read it ; who are very uneaſie, and long to be Ar. Monr. Re- 
ſhifting, when-ever they live under any thing that has 2*1>"5 Fiſea: 
S» C y y 5 Rerum nova- 
the face of good Government. rum ſtudiofis. 
To ſpeak diſtin&tly, fr of the fear of the LORD, yr 148%: 
and ext of the fear of the Xing ; that is, of our whole diſcere panri- 
Duty to both ; and then to ſhew the manifold miſchie-  —— 
vous conſequents of medling with Men of a contrary —Þ 
temper, is not to be made the buſineſs of an hour. 
Give me leave therefore to confine myſelf to this one 
Obſervation. 
The fear of the LORD, and the fear of the King, or 


ſincere Religion, and true Loyalty, are Things inſeperable. 


Where the one 1s, both are ; where both are not, there 
is neither. What therefore Gad in his Command 
hath join'd together, let no Man in his Practice pre- 
ſume tro'put aſunder. OS 

To demonſtrate which Truth, That ſincere Religion, 
and true Loyalty are Things inſeperable, it will be enough 


. for m2. to make good theſe two Things. 


1. That there 1s no (incere Religion im him that 15 not 
truly Loyal. | 

2. That there is no true Loyalty in him that us not 
ſincerely Religious. 

| And 
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And both theſe I do not doubt but, by the help of 

God, at this time to make very clear to every conſider- 
_ ing Chriſtian. And1T hope, this being a work fo ſea- 

ſonable, conſidering the Age we hve in, it will not be 

rhought altogether improper in this ſo Publick and 

Venerable Aſſembly. 

I. There # no ſincere Religion i» bim that u not truly 
\ Loyal. This I am confident you will very readily 
rant me, conſidering only theſe three very obvious 
Truths, which our very Chriſtianity obligeth us to 
believe. | 

I. That God is the Abſolute Soveraign Monarch of the 

whole World. | 

2. That the ſame Soveraign Power doth aftually di- 

Jpoſe of all the Kingdoms of the Earth. 
1 | 3. That he hath ffriflly commanded Subjeftion to thoſe 
unto whom he ſo diſpoſeth of them. 

Certainly I may preſume, that no Man will have 
the face to appear this day in ſuch an Aſſembly of Chri- 
| ſtians as this, and not own the Divine Authority of the 
1. Holy Scripture, and ſuppoſing but this, a very few 
| words will kere be enough to clear theſe Truths. 

I. God is the Abſolute Soveraign Monarch of the whole 
BB World. Of this the Holy Scripture is full, Zhe earth is 
| | Palm 24-1 the LORD's, (faith David) and the fulneſs thereof, the 
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c 4 World, -and they that dwell therein. The LORD reign- 

97, 1 eth, let the Earth rejoice. And again, The LORD 

|| - Fg o. reigneth, let the People tremble. The LORD bath pre- 

T pared his Throne in the Heavens, and his Kingdom ruleth 

Lf over all. If this be ſo, then the moſt entire Subje- 

3 &tion muſt needs be acknowledged due unto him, and 
Gb - that, not only in a ready Univerſal Obedience to all his 
| 
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Commands, but allo in a moſt cheerful ſubmiſſion to all 


his wiſe Diſpenſations, A total and wnreſerved Refigna- 
t0n 


meg theo a 


OT ETA 1 = 


» 
* VT TOTES it. on rat 0; 
R— Ce IN - —_ —M er nN vs Sy hs C6 % Bf 2 
RT nh AED ELITES 
» Go PC OE _ 
% 
2 
* \ 5 
2 


_ be ſubjeF, and that, to every ordinance of may. We muſt 1 Per. 2.13. 


—_ 


—__——— = 


the Aſfzes at N ottingham. ; g 


tion of our Wills to God's Will, whether it be of Pre- 
. cept, or of Providence, being the Natural Allegiance 
every one of us owes unto his D7vzze ny E- 
2. Secondly, The ſame Soveraign Power doth aftually 
- diſpoſe of all the Kingdoms of the earth. Hear the Holy 
Scripture again, He is the God of all the Kingdoms of the 2 Kin. rg. 1g. 
earth, and he alone; His Right and Title are unqueſtio- 
nable ; becauſe, as it follows, Ze hath made heaven and 
earth, Nor is this only a Dormant Right, which he 
doth not actually exerciſe, for, 7he moſt High ruleth in y,, , __ 
the Kingdom of. Men, and giveth it to whomſoever he will. 
'Tis He that changes the times and the ſeaſons,and (whats Dan. 2. 21. 
ever be the means or inſtruments he is pleaſed to make 
uſe of) *tis he that removeth Kings, and ſetteth up Kings. 
And this he doth ( faith Origen ) Non per Arbitrium, yomil, ,. in 
not by his Prerogative only, in a meer Arbitrary way ; Lib. Judicum. 
but Pro ut merita noſtra depoſcunt, in a Judiciary way, 
anſwerably to the behaviour of a People, as a righteous 
Judge ; fo the Pſalmiſt, God himſelf is the Judge, who Plal. 75. 7. 
putteth down one, and ſeiteth up another. There is then Rom. r 3. x: 
you ſee, zo Power but of God, the Powers that be are or- 
dain'd of God. And in all the great Revolutions of 
Kingdoms and States, we ought to have our eyes prin- 
cipally fix'd upon the Spirit in the Wheels. Ezek.1,20,21. 
3. Laſtly, There are not many Duties more plainly 
commanded, more cogently preis'd,or more frequently 
inculcated, than the Duty of Sabje4;on to them unto 
whom God (ſo diſpoſeth of Kingdoms. Every Soul muſt gu,14.1,64 


_ 
y—_— 


m=pxkiv, obey their Commands, Pray for their Perſons, 15:3": , 
Honour them, Pay them Tribute and Cuſtom, and all this, FE 
for the LORD's, and for Conſcience-ſake. 

Now whoſo grants all this, as every Chriſtian muſt 
do, muſt needs grant withal, that every Pretence to 
Religion, 
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Religion,in him that yields not a Lega/Obedience tothe 


CivilGovernment under which he lives,ſo far asit may be 
conſiſtent with that Obedience which he o:ves in the 


firſt place to the Laws of God, whomhe is alwaysto -- 
bey rather than Man, (and this is all we mean by rrwae 
| Loyalty) is one of the vaineſt things in the World. And. 


therefore I take the firſt Propoſition to be undeniably 
Pr oved, | ” 
And here it might be thought as proper to-my Sub- 


je,as it is at this day ſeaſonable,were not my 4b1:ries 


as much as my 7ime too ſhort for fuch a Task, to offer 
ſomething by way of Anſwer to thoſe Queſtions about 


Legal TITLES, NON*RESISTANCE, and PASSIV E- 
OBEDIENCE, which have been ſo very troubleſome © 


of late to many, as to render: the DoQrine now deli- 


ver'd in a great meaſure impraCticableto them ; ſo that: 
they cannot pay either ſo cheerfully or fo compleatly as - 


they ought to do, their ALLEGIANCE to thoſe Gra- 


cious Princes, whom it hath pleaſed the Divine Goodneſs. 


by a moſt wiraculous Providence to advance unto rhe 
Government of theſe Kingdoms. Bat inſtead of this, 
as I know it to be enough, ſo I hope it will not be 
thought too much for me in this place, humbly to of- 
fer a little Advice, as one that deſires to be found faith- 
ful ; and I dare with ſome confidence promiſe myſelf, 
that it will be thought by all here very Chri/tian and 
ſeaſonable. 

Let me then jfrſ# more generally, adviſe all Men,who 
think themſelves concern'd to have a clear Reſolution 
of theſe and the like 2ue/tzons, before they dare own 
the Powers under which they live, to be very cautious 
how they venture to diſobey the plaineſt Commands of 
God, or to diſregard the moſt remarkable Diſpenſations 
of his Pravidence, meerly in. complaiſance to ſome, at 
beſt, 
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' beſt,diſputable Principles of their own, which they have 
been taught, ir may be«nawares, only by Cu/tome and 
Education, to be too unreaſonably fond on. * And this 
'* Advice may, I hope, take the better with ſome of 
'* them who now ſeem moſt to need it, becauſe it 1s 
* the very ſame they have ſo often given to the Diſſex- 
* ters int another Caſe. More particu/arly : 

r. On the one ſide, all they who are ſo. ſcrupulous, as 
that they dare own no A/legiance due to any Prince, fo. 
long as they can invent any thing.to ſay againſt the Le- 
gality of his 7:#/e, are highly concern'd to be well af- 
lured of this one thing, that God's Command of Subje- 
aiontothe Higher Powers, makes it not his Duty to be 
ſubject, unto whom his Prixce's Title is not firſt clear'd 
beyond all diſpute. And he that can be aſſured of this, 
will, I fear, be forced togrant, what I would not wil- 
liogly, for Government's ſake, and for God's too, hear. 

granted, that this Command was given in vain,to very 
great Numbers of them who moſt need it. However 
there are not a few things which muſt be very well 
conſider'd, before ſuch an affurance can be had. As, 

1. What kind of Legal Titles thoſe Powers then had, 
-unto whom our bleſſed Feſus,and his holy Apoſtles com- 

-manded thoſe firſt Chriſtians, and more eſpecially the 
"Fewiſh Converts, for Conſcience ſake to be ſabjef. 

2. How St. Paul could,conſiſtently with their Prin- 
'Ciples, even in the moſt general terms, enjoin Subje- 
Ligg to what he calls 8: JEwnay, the Preſent Powers,or 
(ſeeing ſome will rather have it ſo) the True Ones, even 


to all,es piecy4iin any degree of Eminence ;and yer 

-not give us the leaſt hint of our Duty to examine, or 

of any marks whereby we might trie their 7#/es,and 

- fo faveourſelves from a ſinful Obedience. 

3- What:Right God hath given to any People having 
C2 made 
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made Government their Duty, to provide themſelves 
of good Government when 'tis wantiog ; or to ſecure to 
themſelves, as well as they may, the ends.and benefits 
of good Government ; or, whether God have madeir 
their Duty to- quit all this, in complement to what 
fome pleaſe to call a Legal 7:tle. 

4 What fetled Government there is ever like to be 
in a Nation, wherein all Men will not foon, I fear,come 
to be of ons mind, if every one may deny Allegiance to 
the preſent Governour, ſo long as he hath any ſcruple in 
his head, about his 7z#/e to the Government. 

5. Where God himſelf doth not, as in Fadah and 7(- 


rae}, immediately interpoſe; and by ſome | ofitive Law 


fix the Conſtitution, deſign the Perſon, and intail the 
Right,what it is in every Nation that makes a good Title, 
and who they be that muſt determine, What zt z, Who 


bath it, Whether and by What it may be loFF,or forfeited, 


whenever ſuch Difputes as theſe ariſe about it. 

6. Laſtly, by what means Conſcience may poſlibly 
eſcape the Szarethus laid, and enjoy the freedom of o- 
beying the plain Commands of God, without being 
continually on the rack of Doubts about 7itles. 

Tho, I fay, I may not for my weakneſs preſume to 
derermineintheſe matters, yet muſtit necdsbe of higheſt 


concernment tothem who refuſe Allegiance, becauſe of 


diſputable Titles,for their own fatisfaQtion to have them 


well determined. All I ſhall at preſent farther adviſe 


them to, is only this, That tho they ſeem to me over 


ſcrupulous 81ready in one point,they would yet be alittle | 


more caxtious 1n axother ; I mean, leaſt the Duſt they 
raiſe about the 7:zles of Mey, do not blind them fo, as 
that they cannot diſcern the 7itle of God, which he 


Jer. 27. 5, 6. challengeth to himſelf, To give all the Lands towhom it 
ſeemeth meet unto Him. | 
Thus 
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' that in @ very hazardous Service, not againſt us, but for 


wrought for God, not, as that other, in a way of Deſtru- 


frderately as confidently, in the moſt general terms, ri- 


—— 
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Thus faitlz God of Nebuchadnezzar, I have given him 
the land of Egypt for his labour, wherewith he ſerved a- 
gainſt it, becauſe they wrought for me, ſaith the LORD. 
Since then it hath pleaſed God to fend us in our greateſt 
need, - not a-wicked'and' bloody Nebuchadnezzar, but a 
moſt pious and gracious Prince ; not a Stranger to our 
Nation, but a Branch of the Royal Family ; to laboar,and 


Ezeck. 26. 20. 


us : ſeeing this moſt excellent Prince hath ſo viſibly 


Aion, but of Salvation ; not eventually only, but inten- 
tionally allo; ſeeing that God hath wrought even m#> 
raculouſly for Him, and for us by him ; and feeing he 
hath by ſuch a continued 7raiz and Series of extraor- 
dinary Providences, all viſibly tending to the Glory of- 
his own Goodneſs, in the ſecuring of the Proteſtant Inte: 
ref, and the Safety of Three Kingdoms. profefiing his 
Holy Truth, fo clearly in all appearance determin'd the 
matter to our hands : If we ftand yet diſputing 7itles, 
when we ſhould be praifing the LORD' for his Goodneſs, 
and declaring the Wonders that he doth for the Children 
of Men : We have allthe reaſon in'the World to fear, 
leaſt by a queſtionifg'a Right which God hath fo ſig- 
nally own'd, we provoke him to afſert his own Right to 
our .forrow, | By taking away a good King in bis wrath; Lev. 26 17: 
and ſetting them that hate us to Reign over us ; as once 
he threarned a murmuring Generation. 

2. Andnow inthe next place, on the other fide, I 
muſt needs fay, That a little more Chriſtian Modeſty 
and Caution too, might very well become thoſe very 
bold and over-daring People, 'who, F doubt, as zncon- 


dicule the Doftrine of Non-Refiſtance ; and declaim (as 
to me it ſeems) with no lefs zudiſcretion than wiravence, 
apainſt 
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againſt what they bluſh not. to call the Nowſence of 


Paſſive-Obedience. My Advice to theſe Men is, That 
they would fr## ſeriouſly bethink themſelves, what ir 
may be within them, that thus tranſports them beyond 
all bounds of Chriſtian Sohriety, yea, and all that regard 
to which is due (TI'fay not to the-preſent only, but) wo 
all Governmeut, And. then beware, I beſeech you S7rs, 


leaſt aiming, it may be, very blindly, at the- Church of 


England, you chanceto hit both Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

Suppoſe we, that theſe Dofrines may have poliibly 
been «wmwarily over-ſtretch'd and mifapplied by ſome,and 
more maliciouſly wreſted and abuſed by others, to ſerve 
very ill ends and purpoſes : It may be, I might truly 
ſay, that there is no part of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which 
hath not by ſome been thus abuſed; and yet I hope you 
will not turn: A4poſtares becauſe of that, Truly I muſt 
believe theſe Defrives to be ſound and good, ſo long as1 
can believe the Goſpel, which ſo plainly teacheth them 


-to be Divine Truth. And well T think it too for the 


World, that they are ſo ; otherwiſe, I can as little fee 
how any Goveryment can-be maintained 1n it, asI think 
any one can ſhew me, Why the holy Jeſus hath pro- 
nounced him#leſſed that i perſecuted for righteouſneſs 


1 Pet. 2. 19. ſake : or St. Peter calls it, Thankworthy, if a man for con- 
ſcience toward God, endure grief, ſuffering wrong fully. 


Let but them therefore in every-Government, whoſe 
proper work it is, for I am ſure *rtis not the Dzvizes;lay 


open before Men the true-Conſtitution of the Government, 


and fay plainly, what are the Supreme:Powers therein,as 


ſome ſuch there muſt be,that ſo there may be no longer 
any danger of a miſtake in the Application, and then I 


affirm, not only, that it 1s a Contradiftion to lay, the 
Supreme Power may be reſiſted, bat the Government will 


ſoon become ſenſible how much it owes to Chrz#7 = 
On 
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delivering, :nd to the Church for maintaining this Do- 
arine, and how ill they deſerve of all Men,who ridicule 
ir. IT hopethe Church of England will never prove fo 


unfaithful, either toChrzF7 or the Civi/ Government, as 
either to'be "dro or beftor'd out of a Doftrize which 
St. Paut-hath ſo plainly taughr her. 


And as to that /ate Caſe of ours, whence ſome have 


' taken occaſion to make all this Noiſe, I ſhall only fay, - 
That as1 think it adminiſtred. very little, if any cauſe _ 


at all for ſuch unbeſeeming Diſcourſes : So T am very 
fare it made-us all the caule in the World to be heartily 
thankful to Almighty God,who by an undeſerved Good- 
nefs- was pleas'd 1o' to order the whole Aﬀair for us, as 
to prevent the greateſt of Temptations; and to make 
11s. fair way to eſczpe, without being/put (as many 
of out poor ſaffering Neighbors have been) to the Trial 


how we wotld* have exemplified bar DofQrine of a. 
Paſſive; as we had done that of an AfiveObedience, fo 


far as it was lawful, and fo our Duty.” ' 


I'may now, Fhope,: cloſe this part of my Difcourſe 


with thoſe 'well-known' words of Tertullian, We.” faith 1n Apologer: 
he, in the»Emperors admire ind honour the Fudgment of Scap.c.1,2» 


God, who-hath ſet them over the Nations. And again, 
The Chriſtian is no Man's Entmy, leaſt of all the Empe- 


rour's, whow- he knowing to be ſet up by his own God, can- 
wot chooſe but love, honour, reverence,” and pray for his 
ſafety. © —_ 


IT, I proceed now to the Second Propofition, Zhere 
is no true Dyalty in him that is not ſincerely Religions, 
He fears not the Xing as he ſhould do, who fears: nor 
God. *Tis only Conſcience towards God that can make- 
a Man truly Loyal to his Prince. 


And this Truth will become very clear, when theſe 


i. That 


Four things are well conſiered. 


_ _— »% 
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1. That the Apoſtles lay the Foundation of Loyalty 
21 Religion. = 
2. Mankind hath ever thought Religion the only ſure 
Bond to Loyalty. ret, 
. All other Bonds but Religion appear too weak. 
. All Obedience paid on any lower account is too 
little. | 
I. 7he Apoſtles lay the Foundation of Loyalty in Re- 
ligion. Hence perſwading us to Subjeion to the-EZigher 
Powers, they are ſo very careful at every turn-to mind 
us of God, Zhere no Power but-of God, the Powers that 
be, are ordained of God. He that refiſteth the Power, 
refiſteth the Ordinance of God.: He is the Miniſter of 
God. Therefore hath God himſelf givento Magi/trates 
the Name of Gods. We maſt. needs beſubjeft not only for 
wrath, But for Conſcience ſake, and ſubmit for the LORD's 
fake. For ſois the will of God, faith St»Peter. 
2. Mankind hath ever thought Religion the only ſure 
Bond to Loyalty. 
Hence is it, that Governoxrs, diſtruſting all.other 


«> wa 


Obligations, have always thought an. Oath of Allegi- 
ance their very belt ſecurity. 


Hence the very Atheiſts will have Relzgzon to be no 
more but a Po/itick Irvention for the better upholding 
of Government ; ſo tacitly confeſling, how unwillingly. 
ſoever, that Governwent cannot be upheld, but by Re- 
ligion. And thereby juſtifying the greateſt ſeverity to- 
wards Men of his temper, as the worſt of Enemies to 
Czvil Government. # 

Hence /a/tly, the wiſeſt of the Heathen Law-gzvers, 
to lay this only ſure Obligation on the People, teign- 
ed their Laws to come from ſome or other of their fi- 
Ctitious Deitzes. 

This ſence Men have always had, that Government 
cannot ſtand if you takeaway Religion. 3. Al 
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. All other Bonds but Religion appear too weak, Men 
will as Sampſon did. his Cords, eaſily ſnap them all in 
ſunder,whenever they have a mind to ſhake themſelves 
and break looſe. As A»tigonus call'd the State of Kings 
a great Slavery, ſo without Religion 1n the People, will 
every Aing find himſelf one of the very meaneft, that is, 
a Royal Slave, and his Scepter no more but a deſpica- 
ble Reed, which any one will find ſtrength enough to 
break at his pleaſure, and chooſe which he will do, bow 
the knee to him in mockery, orcrucifie him in earneſt. 
And yet,it may be, ſome whoare not at all aſhamed, 
that all the World ſhould know'they have no Religzon, 
will be very angry that any - one ſhould ſuſpect their 
Loyalty. Who can help it 2: I will fay very fair, Gentle- 
men, prove your Loyalty and take it ; only remember 
by. the way,that as there is a temporary Faith,ſo is' there 
a temporary Loyalty alſo, which may help one for a-while. 
to make a fine flouriſh with in the World, fo long as 
 1t will ſerve his private ends ; but in time of Tempta- 
tion will wither away, and that for want of Religion 
to take deep rooting, in. Ee”, t 
.Te muft be a very bad Government indeed, which it is 
no Man's Intereſt to uphold, and ſo long as one ſtands 
| by the Govermmey?, tho? it be but to ſerve his own turn 
of it, he will be accounted Loyal. But then 'tis very 
plain, that he who endeayours to uphold the Govern- 
ment only becauſe it upholds hi,will for the ſame rea- 
ſon be no longer a Friend 'to it, than he1magines it, 
whether truly or falſly, *tis all a caſe, a Friend to him. 
Men will very hardly be brought by any thing but Re- 
ligion,to tradeany longer on the Common Stock, when 
oace they«can hope to thrive better: by ſetting -up for 
themſelves. | | LETT 3 


Suppoſe it were true, which one ſcems to make the 
Eh D ſt 
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firſt Principle of his Polzticks, That every Man is.natu- - 
rally an Enemy to every Man : and then ſuppoſe too, as 
you muſt, That Civi/Government is nothing elſe but a 
forced Combination of one pack of Exemies to ſtrengthen 
themſelves againſtanother. Now ſeeing this exmity can 
never be extinguifh'd by any thing but Religion, what 
ſhould hinder 4t, without that, from breaking out into 
ew Conſpiracies within the bowels of the o/d oxe,when- 
ever Selfiſhneſs can get. Power, and a Sword ſtrong and 
ſharp enough to cutimpieces the fr/# Combination 
Fhe Man that has made his Z/fate his God, will even 
Hdolize the Government too, whatever it be,for his Maw- 
on's ſake,ſo long as he finds fat Offerings daily coming 
in by-it to his /dol/. Bur let him be calF'd upon to offer 
largely to the ſupport of the Government, he will begin 
to carſe by his God, what but now you thought he had 


. wor ſhip'd; the thing is unmask'd, and what was a ſeem- 


ing Loyalty to the Government, appears 1n truth a real 
Slavery to his Eſtate. . 

The Manof an aſpiring Spirit will evenfall as low as 
you will have him, fo he caa hope to riſe the higher in 
the rebound. He will kiſs the Hand of his Prixce, or 
the Pope's Toe,all'sa caſe,ſo long as he has hope to cl/zmb 
by the help of either. But if the Government will not 
find him a place high enough for his Ambirion,this will 
quickly ſwell him, till he be too great to be govern'd. 
He was obedient only that he might ſtand as high, and 
as near the Throne of Majeſty as he could, and he Will 
venture a ſtep or two too far, and fit downin it, if he 
can, rather than be content not to ſtand as near it as 
he would be. | 

He whoſe Pride and Laxury are grown too great to 
be any longer fed with the broken Of-fa/ls of ſuch 
an Eſtate as they have left him, may ſeem very _ 
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whilſt by all the vile Arts of Flazrery and Obſequioaſueſs 
he is labouring to infinuate himſelf throtigh his Prince's 
Favour into his Coffers, and all his Loyalty is onely his 
Impatience to live ſoberly. — 

Some others there may be, who for want of ſome- 
thing elſe to eover their wickednels,are fain to uſe ſome- 
thing like Zoyalty for a cloak, and to ſeek a Santtuary 
©- either-in a corrupt or neceſſitous Government, irom the 
Penalties of good Laws. David once had a Guard of no 
very good Men:: and a very good Prizce may ſome- 
times be driven to very hard ſhifts; and tocall into his 
aſſiſtance one ſort of bad Men, to guard him frotn a- 
nother. Yet is it not their Loyalty, nor any other good 
quality in them,but their ob&»oxzouſneſs to the Laws on- 
ly, that could perſwade them to afford him their help. 
But whenever ſuch a Xx ſhall recover.his juſt liberty 
of afting as the Minifter of God for the puniſhment of evil 
doers, theſe ſeeming Zoyaliſts will ſhew themſelves then 
juſt as faithful to him, as they are now to God and 
their own Souls. No wonder, if they who are always 
defying their God, and bidding him dame themſelves, 
ſhould not be ſhie in curſing their Xing, whenever his 
Tuſtice provokes them, Neither-can any good reaſon 
be given, why fuch Men ſhould not be altogether as 
willing to venture upon Damnation for Rebe/ion, as 

for Prophaneneſs. BN 
4. Leſtly, All Obedience paid on any lower account ts 
zoo little, and deſerves not the name of true Loyalty. 
Not to honour the Magiſtrate as the Minifter of God, 
is to debaſe him in our eſteem, and in our thoughts,to 
degrade him from that high State and Dignity, where» 
unto it hath pleaſed God to advance him. 

From what has been faid, I think, I may now very 
fafely conclude, That under good Government, to be a 
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good Man and a good Subjed are fo much the ſame, that 
he who 1s the one 13 both, aud he who is not both is neither. 
And this is it I undertook to ſhew. 

The Doctrine thus clear'd, I have but two things 
more to do at this time, and I moſt heartily befeech 
God to aſiiſt me with his Bleſſing. x 

x1. I would ſay ſomething to bring, if poſſible, ſome 

People amongſt us to be a little better acquaint= 
ed with themſelves. | 

2. I would offer a few Conſiderations for the pro- 

moting the fear of the LORD, or fincere Religion 
amonglt us. 

x. There is a ſort of People among us, whom I would 
fain, might it pleaſe God, bring a little better acquaint- 
ed with themſelves, than they yet ſeem to be; Thoſe 
T mean, who are obſerved almoſt every-where to ſet 
up the loudeſt cry for Loyalty, and the Church of Eng- 
land, and Religion as by Law therein eſtabliſhed ; whilſt 
yet they ſeem moſt induſtrious by their notorious De- 
baucheries, and Lawleſs Lives to provide, that no ſober 
Man that knows them, ſhould ever in the leaſt ſaſpe&t; 
that they have any fear of God before-their eyes. 

Now 1 do moſt earneſtly beſeech theſe Men to con- 
ſider a little, both what they are, and what Miſchiefs 
they are a doing daily, even to that X7xg, and Church, 
and Relzgzon, whatever they mean by theſe Names, 
which they would be thought ſo much to honour. 

1. Whilft they keep ſuch a ſtir about the X7»g, and 
the Church, and Religion by Law eſtabliſhed ; and in the 
mean time ſo quite forget God, as tho' none of all theſe 
had any relation at all to him : Yea, whilſt they are 
wont to laugh at the ſerious naming of God,as a Cant- 
zng, Or piece of Phanatziciſm, and hardly ever name him 
themſelves, unleſs in ſome horrid 0azh, or direful im- 

| precation, 
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precation, as otten on. themſebves as any others': Ina 
word, whilſt they make a ſport of fr in themſetves,anid 
of Religion in others ; as the Philoſopher in Hierocles, 
faid to a wicked Wretch in the ſame Ship with him, 
when being in ſome danger he began to pray, Zo/d thy 
peace, Friend, leaf} the Gods ſhould. hear thee, ' and know 
that we have ſach a Fellow in our Company:So are theirKing, 
and Church (whoever they be) greatly concern'd to beg 
of theſe their Friends, .as they love them, to hold their 


Peace, leaſt the World ſhould know that they haveany— 


ſuch Friends as they : Whoſe very profeſling themſelves 
their Friends, is to do the very worſt thing.they-can, 
both to diſgrace them, and to tempt their Enemies to 
think much the better of themlelves- for being. Ene- 
mies to them, whoſe Friends are ſo much-the Exemies 
of God, and: ſerious Pzety, - The: caſe, of a Kingdom is. 1n- 
deed.lamentable; when Men are thus tempted to;think, 
that there can be no Piety inthe Loyal, orno Loyalty-in 
the: Pzows, as tho' God-and the. Xing, were the Two Ma- 
 fters, which no Man can ſerve at once. And ſome will 
be thustempted, who-whilſtithey can on the one hand 
ſpie qut'for themſelves Eeaders-or Companions, whoſeem 
to follow God ;. and: oa the,other hand can-ſee-many 
{ tho: God be thank'd, far from all ) ſeemingly very 
zealgus for: the X7»g and: the Church, and yet as-impla- 


cable Egemies to ſincere Pety-in their Lzvesas:;in-their = 


Words to Rebellion and. ypecrifie, will be apt:to think 
themſelves neareſt God, when fartheſt-from-both the 
King and Church which ſuch Mea honour. 


2. Such good Subjefs and Church-of England-Men are 


they who-live not in the fear of: God, that the whole 
buſineſs of their Lives is nothing elſe, but a. continual 
provoking of Almighty God to pour down his moſt 
dreadful Fudgments.on the whole Xingddm. Tell me, 
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Sirs, I beſeech you, do you think your fins no proveca- 
tions 2 Or can you hope, that God, tho daily provoked 
will never vifit £ Hethat affirms either of thele, will be 
found at the bottom little better than an Atheif, and 
then nonebur he can think a wicked Man can be Loyal. 
Nay, tho © you were able to-brag of the brave Exploits 
« you have done in their Service, tho you be not of the 
* inferiour gang, who only uſe to whet their Tongues 
5 like a Sword, and bend their Bows to ſhoot their Ar- 
* Fows, bitter words, ar random ; but of thoſe who 
* have ſometimes with pood ſucceſs managed either 
© the Sword or the Pe in their cauſe : Yet alas, what 
* does all this come to? for whereeither your Learning 
© or your Yaloar hath taken off one, your wicked Lives 
"have made them twenty Enemies. You have, it may 
© be, formetimmes confuted or defeated for them two or 
* three weak Mortals, and have been arming Omnipo- 
* fexce all your Life Topg apainft them. | 
3. You wage a continual War and Rebellion vgainſt 
them both underhand,and Fadas-like,betray them with 
a ki. You live it} a conſtant diſobedience to the Laws 
of the one,and the Dorine of the other, whom in words 
you honour.- Syppoſe we were all come (which God 
forbid) to that heighth of 7rrel/ig/on, as with the Z768bi/ 
to account the Goſpel of Chriſt, Who w the Prince of the 
Kings of the earth, to beno Law'to any People, till it 
have received the Civi/ Sanffron ; yet certainly in this 
Kingdom, where Chriſtian —_— is by Law eſtabliſh- 
ed, to live wickedly, is to live aſloyally, and he that by 
ſo doing liſts himfelf among the Enemies of both 


Church and State, hasno body to blame for it, but him- 


ſelf, if others ſo account of him. | 
4. Into wha intolerable traits do theſe evil Livers 


drive both the Xing and the Church, by their ſo much 


ſeem» 
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ſeeming Zeal for thom > Which way ſoever they thal] 
they muſt needs difoblige great numbers of the People. 


Either they muſt very teverely chaſtifſe theſe good 


Friends of theirs for their wickedneſs,as their own Laws 
require them ta do, and {obe ſure. to loſe them ; or 
they muſt againſt their Duty connive at their ſins,and 
- ſo loſe many better Men than they. Either theſe zea- 
lous Friends of theirs muſt be made to ſuffer by the 
Sword of Faſtice and Rod of - Diſcipline;.'or the Gouern- 
ments both. Civil and; Ecclefraftical muſt expoſe them- 
ſelves to the wrath of God,and the reproach of the World, 
by ſuffering for their ſakes the Laws of Ged and Max to 
be trampled on with impumty. Now what can be more 
diſpleaſing to a good King, and Church, ar indeed more 
pernicious tO any, than to be always exerciſing nothing 
but ſeverity.: .-- on. 7 5: + 2M 

5. Laſtly, The Xings of England have now long been 
ſtiled, Defenders of the Faith, and now, if ever (bleſſed 
be God) we have Prixces whom it can be no flattery to 
.call ſo :: And the good P Fr ayer of the Church of England 
is this, That Juſtice may be miniſter d\indifferently, to the 


puniſhment of wickedneſs and vice, and the maintenance of 


zrue Relizion and Yertue : This, I fay, is the very hearty 
Prayer of every Loyal Subjett of the Charch of England. 
And now S:rs, cannot you thus pray £ Then I beſeech 
you, what have you todo with Loyalzy,and the Church 
of England? Can you thus pray indeed 2 Then can you 
no longer live wickedly, except you can find in your 
hearts to pray for your own puniſhment. In ſhort, to 
live irre/igzouſly, and yet pretend to Loyalty, is in effect, 
to wiſh the King's Title:of Defender of the Faith, chan- 

oed into this, Protefor of the wicked. 
O when will Men awake and come to themſelves a- 
gain? 
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turn themſelves, to this paſs they are brought, that 
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gain 2 When will we begin to call to mind what we are? 
or what we ſhould be > When will we begin to a& with 
ſo much reaſon, as that the very AzheiF himſelf (other- 
wiſe the abſurdeſt Fool upon Earth ) may not juſtly 
laugh at us for our folly, in ſaying, We believe in God, 
whilſt wefear him not;'in profeſſing ourſelves Chriſtians, 
whilſt we live moſt wuchri/tzanly, in boaſting of our 
Logalty, whilſt we break all good Laws, finally in pre- 
tending to be- very zealous for the Church of England, 
and the Proteſtant Religion , whilſt we fear and oppoſe 


nothing more than- a./eaſonable Reformation. Whilſt 


we continue to live'and a& at this mad rate, muſt not 
all that obſerve it conclude, either that we are no Pro- 
teſtants, or Proteſtants. are no Chriſtians, or Chriſtians 
are Mad-men £ 53 ET. 

© Bleſſed God ! that in this Age of the World, and of 


© Chriſtianity ; yea, that in this A7»gdom, ſolong bleſſed 


© above molt other-parts of the Chri/tzan World, with 


* the brighteſt Sun-ſhine of. the Goſpe/.of Chriſt , and 


* with the cheriſhing light of. God's Countenance too ; 
* a Kingdom which hath Szatutes.and Fadgments ſo righ - 


* teous,as are the Laws of this wiſely conſtituted Govern: 


* ment, and hath God ſo nigh unto it, asthe LORD our 
* God hath ever been untows , in all things that we 
* bave call d upon him for .; and of which therefore one 
* might well think, that all -who hear of it ſhould fay, 
* as once of Iſrael, Surely thu'igreat Nation is a wiſe and 
* underſtanding. People : That even Here,and Now, there 
* ſhould be found among 2s Men, either ſo brutiſhly 
* zanorant, as not to know, That the All-diſpoſing Pro- 
* yidence of God ordereth all the affairs of this inferiour 
* World; ar fo childiſbly inadvertent, as not to obſerve 
* the mo#? diſtinguiſhing Characters of his ſpecial favour, 
« legible in his gracious Diſpenſations towards us : Fs 
* what's 


_— 


« what's: worſe-ſtill, ſo'deſperately-mad; as to deſpiſe the 
* plaineſt and moſt earneff Commands of the Bleſſed Jeſus : 
-* That weſhould any of us atizhz.day ſeem 16 inſenſible 
« what its, either to-be Me or Brethrey,or Chriſtians, 
© ſo aſtogether forgetful of ayrſe/ves, ſo quite worn our 
« of kind, and-out of all Religzon'too ; that neither the 
« ſence of our total dependence upon: God as Men, nor 
.« the ſenſible benefits of C;zvil Government ay, Citizens, 
* nor: yet the ineſtimable Priviledges and Advantages 
© of a moſt holy Religion, as Chriſtians ; that neither 
* our own preſent ſafety and future happineſs, nor the 
* Publick Good, the Peace and Proſperity of our Country, 
* and Poſterity, nor yet the Honour of our bletled Feſus, 
* and Zeal: for Hs, that is, the Proteſtant Tuteref? in 
* the World': That'nothing of all this ſhould even con- 
© train us to do the Duties of- the Text, without any 
« Mozitor, but':that- in every Man's breaſt, is, I muſt 


« needs fay, to me a very aſtoniſhing thing : and yer, 


© alas, ſo ſad[y'true, that as one cannot but both Fluſh 
« and zremble to think of it,ſo'19 it a: very ſtrong temp- 
« tationto ceaſe forever from perſwading Men to things 
* which they ſeem fo fully reſolved againſt, that.they 
« are impatient ſo much as to hear of them. 

- But I hope far better things of all To», who have 
the patience to hear me this day. And therefore with 
ſome confidence of prevailing. 

2.. I would now offer a few things to Conſideration, 
for the promoting, of the fear of the LORD, or ſincere 
Religion among us. Let me moſt earneſtly beſeech 7ou 
all, by all that 7o# can think dear unto To, to labour 
every one, according to his ability, tation, and oppor- 
tunities, to revive the fear of the LORD in the Land, 
and fo to ſave your ſelves from this untoward Generation. 
_ Till this great Leſſon be well learn'd, 'tis in vain to take 
E 1n 
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in another ; and indeed, - he that has tearn'd this, will 
ſoon learn all. | 

Sincere Piety being once become the natural temper 
of our renewed hearts, .our gracious Privces: be 
well aſſured of our Allegzance, and We of God's Bleſ- 


ſing under Their Governwent, But, whillt there is fo 
flte and- 
openty rebel a- 

plauſible 
 Difguizes ſecretly undermine his Government ; either fo 
impudently trample his holy Laws under foot, ' or fo 
treacherouſly.cloak their Villanies under a ſeeming Zeal 


much bol# and bare-faced _ or fo much 
maik'd Hypocrifie ; whilſt Men dare fo 
gainſt the oo King of kings, or under 


for them ; what can we expe, but that God ſkould 
ſooner or later ariſe and wifit for theſe things, and by 


vindicating his Divine Authority and Ominiſcience at 


once, make us feel in earneſt, what it is to defie O1- 
#ipotence, and endeavour fooliſhly to mock Him, from 


whom no Secrets. can be hid. To move us the more 
effeQually to the fear of the LORD, it may be, I 


hope, enough at this time,. to call to mind bat a few 


things, which one would think we ſhould none of us. 


eaſily forget. 


x. How long hath.our good God. already waited to. 


be gracious to us? And how doth He even yet, -after 
we have fo often, ſo loug, and fo highly provoked him, 
not only by the moſt wongerful Jovg-ſuffering, and 


farbearance; allow. us. time enough to conſider , and 
grow wiſer for ourſelves; but by ſuch extraordinary. 


Deliverances, and fignal Mercies as the whole Chriſtian 
World ſeems amazed at, i#vite, nay hzre us to be hap- 


py 2 Will.we yet-go on to deſpiſe the riches of hi 


goodneſs 2: O then, for ſhame, never open aimouth:to 
complain any-more, tho. Wrath ſhould come upon: ns 
ta.the uttermoſt, | | 


2, How 
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2. How eried we out but a-while ago, for our Re-. 


ligion , our Laws and Liberties, as tho we did not 
think our very Lives worth the ſaving, without the 
Ziberty of ſerving God as we ought, and doing Juſtice. 
It hath now pleaſed God, (bleſſed for ever be his Good- 
neſs /) by a moſt ſeaſonable Providence to rid us of 
theſe fears, 'and to put us into ſuch a- Condition, as 
we may now ſafely fear both God and the Xing, and 
need not be afraid of either of them for doing ſo. 
We may do our whole Duty to Ged, and need not 
be afraid of the Xing for that. We may do even all 
that the Xizg deſires of us, and not be afraid of God 
for that. God hath bleſſed us with Princes, who ſeem 
to make Religion their ſpecial Care, even as they 
Themſelves ſeem to be the ſpecial Care of Heaven. 
God hath bleſſed us with Judges, who are Men of 
eried Integrity, and ſuch--as 1n the worſt of Times 
have ſhew'd themſelves. 7emprarzon-proof, fearing God 
too much, to be either frown'd or bri#d out of Fuftice ; 
and too faithful to the Goveryment, to ſacrifice the gaod 
Laws thereof, either to their fears or hopes. God hath 
bleſs'd us with Magi/ffrates on the Bench, who, Thope, 
were born for a time of Reformation, to grace Religion, 
to bring the fear of God into faſhion again, and to look 
Prophaneneſs and Debauchery out of Countenance : and 
who will own it 2 part of the Gent/emar's CharaQter, 
zo fear the LO RD, to ſerve his King and his Country, 
and to influence the Neighbourhood into all manner 
Piety, - Juſtice, and Sobriety by bis own Example : Fi- 
nally, who have Souls too generous and brave, either 
to be daunted by the Rants and Scoulings of the Great 
Ones, or ta be at all moved either with the Carfings 
or Flatteries of the lower Form of Sinners. If God 


have not pleas'd us now, when can we be pleagd 2 If 
E % He- 
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He haye not now obliged us to fear Him, when will 
we become ſenſible of any Obligation 2? | 

2. Why ſhould not the preſent Government. under 
which we live be very caſie and pleaſing to us, if it 
be not for this one reaſon, that it ſeems to draw too 
near to a 7, heocracy. We tear'd Man, and were not a- 
ble to indure it. This Government ſeems to require 
nothing more of us, but to fear God, and we can much 
leſs indure that. We were weary of the very thoughts 
of an Arbitrary Covernment, and ſhall we now ſhew 
ourſelves as impatient of a Legal One,and only through 
our hatred of the only thing it ſeems to threaten us 
withal, a ſeaſonable Reformation 2 If this be indeed 
our temper, 'tis-too plain. we have not yet. ſmarted e- 
nough, and therefore have cauſe to fear a ſharper Cha- 
ſtiſement yet. Had, Godileft us but for a while to fee/ 
all the Evils we were: afraid of, 'we would have'been 
very proud of , and mightyy. obliged.by the, leaſt of 
thoſe Bleſſings we now ſo. unthankially: enjoy. A lit-. 
tle more of the ſharp Goad might have mage us more 
tractable-to ar-eaſie Toke. But thus it often is, both 
our good God , and the beft of . Kings want; their.due 
Honour, from. us, becauſe we, have not. hag thoſe over 


*.> &% « 


©-we. ET-F to, the wide World; hat we Ta baſely 
« diſſembled,” when we ſeem'd afraid to loſe the Free 
* Exerciſe of our holy Religion; and all the benefits of 
* good, Laws, and a Legal Government. We plainly ſhew, 
«that the thing we moſt fear'd.was,. leſt ſome.ſhould 
. make ſo. bold with. our Eſtates, as to abridge ous 
| * Lults 


—— 


"—” the Aſſizes at Nottingham. 2g 


i 


= 2 R— 


— 
-- 


« Luſts and Vanities of their too plentiful allowance, 
| * and not leave us room enough to make proviſion for 
- * the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof. We were afraid 

* leaſt our Rzot and Luxury ſhould loſe the /zberty.of. 

* devouring all, and leaſt our Yices ſhould beas meanly- 

© fed, as thoſe poor People uſually are, whom we rack 
; * and ſqueeze to maintain them. No doubt at all of ir, 
|= _ © but many. of us fear'd S/avery, and for that Popery 
_ «* too; but certainly Religion and Fuſtice could never 
«be much in their thoughts, who are now ſo buſie to 
* make it known, that they. fear nothing ſo much as 
* to be reformed, and tied up by the Laws of God and. 
* Man, to live godly, righteouſly, aud ſoberly-in this pre- 
* ſent world. oj $64: 4,5 | 
* 5. Laſtly, Will, you give me leave to add this one 

« thing more 2 The. Fear of the LO RD will preſerve. 

* theſe Aingdoms in. Peace-and Safety, which nothing 
- « elſe.can long do, -and that at ſo eaſie.a rate,. that no 
« Man needscomplain he is burden'd with the Charges. 
* of doing it. . .. | PE -: 

* For, beſides that.the Fear. of the LORD, and.,it> 
* alone can aſſure us of God's Proteftzon .and Bleſſing,. 
* which is. the'only thing can make our Wars.ſhort and 
* proſperous, and our Peace durable. and. happy ;. it» 
© will moreover do all this. WE. : 

* 1.. It will abate and.cool our mutual Feats and A- . 
* ximoſities, cloſe up, our Breaches and Diviſions, end - 
* our Contentions,  filerſce our-Murmurings, enlarge our : 
« Hearts for Pablick Concerns, make Private Intereſts 
«.oive Place to the Common Good, and anite us all, how-. 
« ever differing, in ſmall things, in the Love of God, . 
* our Country, and-of one another : Sa ſhall we be too 
* yood.to-find a Traytorat,home,. and too ſtrong tg. fear-. 

4 y Ong £1 

* an Exemy.abroad.. + .-.\.. ins w\ | 


wt i | 


—_— 


30 


— —— 


\ A Sermon Preached at 


Dro 


* 2, It makes all Oficers faithful in their 7ra/fs, and 
« regardful of their Oaths and the Laws which they are 
«* ſworn to at by ; ſo that amongſt the reſt, all Com- 
* miſioners and Aſſeſſors take great care that the Xing 
* want no part of what the Nation gives him for its 
© ou npreſervation,and that no Man by their negligence 
* be encouraged to uſe a-bad Conſcience, whillt he finds 
© he needs not pay half ſo much for it, and yet beas 
* fafe, as they who are made to pay double for uſing 
" a good one. | | 
* 3- It teacheth Mer of Eſtates to live frugaly, to 
«moderate their Expences, and to ſpare Superfluities; fo 
'© that the-poor 7exant is not made firſt tolabour hard 
* to.-pay his Landlord's Rent, and next to famiſh when 
'© he has done to pay his Taxes too. The Poor is not 
© left tobe the burden of the Poor only, nor by wan- 
* dring abroad to reproach the Governnen?. *Tisthought 
* a very caſic bargain. to pay but a Man's Laxury and 
©:Yanity, for his own and his Country's Safety, or to 
* make ſuch a Purchaſe at no dearer rate than that of 
« living ſoberly, and not caſting the Childrens Bread to 


* Dogs and Swine. 
* 4, It makes it thought good Hubandry, as well as 


© Chriſtianity tocaſt into the Pablick Treaſury for a King- 


*.dow's Safety at leaſt all that which either ma/ice, ſpite, 
* and-revenge, Or a proud, ſtomachful, and litigious hu- 
* mour, now buries ſo freely without any hopes of a 
© reſurre&ion, in the Lawyer's Pockets. 

And now I ſhall not need to tell you, My Zononrable 
Lord, and Worſhipful Gentlemen of the Magiſtracy, how 
much it lieth upon you, to endeavour that God may 
have his due fear and honour, without which you can 
never expe& your own. You aQ for God as his Minz- 
fters for wand, to us. Toujudge not for man, but for the 
. LoRD, 
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LORD, who is ; with you in the RR Proc Fr the 
fear of God be upon you, and take heed what ye ds. It 
will, I know, be your care to ſee, as well as y1 | 
that all the good Laws ia force againſt all; Wickeduej 
and foliage” —4 of what fort ak... may bave a morc 
vigorous Execution among us, Their Majeſties have 
ſhewn their pious Care, in cauſing ſome of theſe to be 
ſent Re-printed unto us ; and we, according to our 
Duty, have. both read them as the Laws of the Land, 
and preach'dthem as the Laws of God, to the People 
in our Churches. But yet after all, there wants ſome 
eafier way of executing them by inferiour Officers, with- 


out which they will liejo many places uſeleſs angigead. - 


Having given-you this, 1 hope, no noleaonableIunt, | 


to all the reſt | havebuta word. 


© They fay; that. Fthio aho » Wer "Y 
«to dit $5 69s Shae: Ra ig wm the Foden ro ooge 


*.empty Chairs, which png cally Kona Seats. of the - 
«- Angels, inviſibly preſiding in thoſe Courts. Let me- 
now beſeech all thoſe who have any buſineſs in theſe 
Places of Fudicature, to conſider that they come there | 
into the preſence not of Mey only,but of the greatJudge ' 
of all — , who ſtandeth in Care Congregation A the - 
mighty,aud judgeth among the Gods :and to behave them- 
tires as becometh Men in ſuch a Preſexce, with fear- 
and trembling. And whether you be Plantiff; o* De-- 
fendant, Accuſer, Witneſs, Faror, or Pleader, take Yhe 
Roman Orator's Advice, Remember that you have God * 
your witneſs ; that is, your own C onſcience ; : than which, 


God himſelf hath given nothjug more diving to Men What- 
_ ever you do,both theWitneſsand the Judge are preſent, 


and there-is no eſcaping. 

Let then the fear of God prevail abovesall, ſo ſhall 
both Judges and Fuſtices be much eas'd of their trou- 
© ble, 


ff mon Procched, We 


ble: both in'theſe "Courts, and'in their own Private 
Houles. - | Then will the'Governmext be ſecure, and the 
Netw happy, when: Mens own Conſeiences begin to 

them in awe, and they: are aſhamed to'feel their 
own hearts reproach them, when they have' learn'd to 
ſtand more in awe. of God, and: of his FYrcegerent in 
their own Breaſts, than of any Power on Earth what- 
ſoever ; when they cannot hope, they themfelyes be- 
we J udges, to eſcape the ſeverelſt Sentence for a0y 
diſhonour done either to God, or the King, for alys 
either  Impiety or Trjuftice. 


May the great and good God vouchlaſe unto us all 
'lils Grace and Holy Spirit , - and keep: us-in his Faith, 
Fear, and Loye, throigh Few Chriſt 'our Lord, 'to 
'whorn with the Farber, ry the Holy GhoFt, One God 
bleſſed for ever; beall Honour and Glory, and PO, 
BOW, and everinore. " Avith,” 


